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With an extraordinarily diverse repertoire and charismatic performance style, John Axelrod continues to increase his profile as one of today's leading conductors and is sought after by orchestras throughout the world.

After a successful five year tenure as Music Director and Chief Conductor of the Luzerner Sinfonie Orchester and Theater, John Axelrod was elected in April 2009 to become Music Director of the l'Orchestre National des Pays de la Loire (ONPL). 

Upcoming 2010-2011 season includes nine innovative programs with the ONPL, a European tour with the Dresdener Philharmonic, debuts with the Washington National Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonia Varsovia in Warsaw, Berlin Konzerthaus Orchester, the Russian Philharmonic Moscow, Graz Philharmonic, Filarmonica Arturo Toscanini, the Royal Danish National Orchestra, and returns to the Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana di Lugano, Radio Symphonie Orchester in Vienna, Orchestra La Verdi di Milano, Orchestra Sinfonica della RAI in Turin, Orchestra del Teatro della Fenice, NDR RadioPhilharmonie Hannover, Orchestre Philharmonique de Liége, Düsseldorfer Symphoniker, NHK Symphony Orchestra.

Recent highlights have also included concerts with the Royal Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Chicago Symphony, Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, Israel Philharmonic, Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia Orchestra, Oslo Philharmonic, Swedish Radio Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony, Salzburg Mozarteum, NDR Hamburg Symphony, Gürzenich-Orchester Köln, Berlin's Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester, Gewandhaus Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris, Orchestre National de Lyon, Het Brabant Orkest in Eindhoven, Orchestre Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo, Lisbon’s Gulbenkian Orchestra, the Hungarian National Philharmonic…

His opera activity includes the premiere performances of Bernstein's Candide at Paris's Théâtre du Châtelet and Milano's Teatro alla Scala, Wagner's Tristan and Isolde for Angers/Nantes Opéra, and the new production of Krenek's Kehraus um St. Stephan at the Bregenz Festspiele. In his past seasons at the Luzerner Theater he conducted new productions of Kaiser von Atlantis, Rigoletto, Rake's Progress, Il barbiere di Siviglia, Evgenij Onegin, Three Penny Opera, Idomeneo, Falstaff and Don Giovanni, most of them performed for the Lucerne Festival. 

Strongly committed in the promotion of the contemporary repertoire, Mr. Axelrod premiered many new compositions, including works by Kaija Saariaho, Wolfgang Rihm, Jörg Widmann, Marco Stroppa, Michael Gordon, Avner Dorman, Marc-André Dalbavie, Pascal Dusapin and Wojciech Kilar. He has recorded works from Franz Schreker to Wladyslaw Szpilman, to Fazil Say, to Rolf Wallin to Leonard Bernstein, among others, for SonyClassical, Ondine, Nimbus, Kairos and Genuin.
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