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An artist of great creativity and charisma, Mikhail Rudy enthuses audiences worldwide with his profound musicality and extraordinary virtuosity. He was born in Russia where he studied at the Moscow Conservatory with Jacob Flier. After winning First Prize at the Marguerite Long Competition in Paris, he decided to settle in France. As a concert pianist and recording artist, his honours are many: the Prix de l'Academie du Disque Français for Rachmaninov’s Second Piano Concerto and Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto with the St Petersburg Philharmonic/Jansons; the Grand Prix du Disque for his recording of the solo piano works of Szymanowski; the Grand Prix Académie Charles Cros for his Scriabin cycle and the Grand Prix Liszt in Budapest for his recording of Liszt’s solo works; Der Deutsche Schallplatten Kritik Prize for Shostakovich’s concerti with the LPO and Berlin Philharmonic/Jansons.

It is significant that Rudy's Western debut was a performance of Beethoven's Triple Concerto with Mstislav Rostropovich and Isaac Stern. Together, they created a synthesis between East and West, a concept which Rudy himself continues to sustain in his programmes and in the essence of his music making.

Mikhail Rudy now leads a high level international career, having been invited to perform with many orchestras worldwide: an American debut with the Cleveland Orchestra/Maazel; an invitation to the Salzburg Easter Festival with Karajan; a London debut with the London Symphony Orchestra/Tilson Thomas and a performance of the Schubert-Liszt Wanderer Fantasie with the Berlin Philharmonic/Jansons at Waldbühne. Since then Rudy has regularly worked with many prestigious orchestras around the world.

Since his debut in Paris with Paul Paray, Rudy has regularly performed with orchestras in France, where he remains a very popular artist. He also frequently visits his native Russia, where he is often invited to play with the Saint Petersburg Philharmonic and the principal orchestras in Moscow.

Rudy appears at major festivals such as Berlin, Vienna, Tanglewood, Blossom, Edinburgh, Aldeburgh, Harrogate, Schleswig-Holstein, Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Carinthischer Sommer, Piano Ruhr Festival, Festival Pianistico Michelangeli di Brescia e Bergamo, Prague Spring and Autumn Festivals, Aix en Provence, La Roque d’Anthéron and most of the French festivals,  including Nohant, Colmar, Sully sur Loire and Strasbourg.

He founded the Saint Riquier Festival where he was artistic director for twenty years.

In 2009, Rudy was invited to the King’s Place in London to give several performances of two of his current programmes during the opening season: Double Dream in duo with jazz pianist Misha Alperin and Letters to Milena which featured Rudy playing solo works by Janacek with Peter Guiness reading Kafka’s letters. He has been invited to return to King’s Place for a solo recital in 2010 and to perform a Brahms cycle in 2012.

During last season he was invited to open the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées’ recital season, to be the soloist of the Stuttgarter Kammerorchester French tour, the soloist of the Polish Radio National Symphony UK tour and of the Florida Orchestra and the Calgary Symphony. He performed with both the Shanghai and the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestras in China and appeared at the Hong Kong Festival. He was also invited to play with the Real Orquestra Sinfonica Sevilla and the Principado de Asturias in Oviedo.

In November 2010, with the aid of the latest technology, he will perform Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. A video projection of Kandinsky’s Esquisses will play simultaneously, the film being provided courtesy of the Cité de la Musique in Paris. The production will tour France and abroad.

Future engagements also include a recital at the Wigmore Hall in London, an extensive Spanish tour of The Pianist, a German tour with the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra and a UK tour with the Polish National Radio Symphony.

Rudy’s highly acclaimed recordings on EMI include Rachmaninov's complete works for piano and orchestra with the St Petersburg Philharmonic/Jansons (the initial recording in this series being the first concerto recording made by the orchestra in over thirty years); Brahms solo works in a three-disc set; Janacek solo works and orchestral works with the Paris Opera Orchestra/Mackerras; solo works by Szymanowski, Ravel, Schubert, Liszt and Scriabin. Other releases include Shostakovich concerti with the London Philharmonic and the Berlin Philharmonic/Jansons, a solo recording of Stravinsky's Petrouchka (complete arrangement Stravinsky/Rudy) and original piano works and partly unpublished transcriptions by Richard Wagner. His latest CD is dedicated to Chopin: Piano Sonata No.2 and 24 Preludes.

Rudy regularly participates in television and radio programmes and featured in a BBC film on Tchaikovsky in which he played on the composer’s very own piano. For Radio-France’s France-Musique channel, he ran a series of programmes on Scriabin, Brahms, Szymanowski and Janacek.

Thanks to his wide versatility, Rudy developed an exciting and innovative project for two pianos, Double Dream, with the great jazz pianist Misha Alperin (ECM) which consists of partly rewritten and partly improvised compositions of classical repertoire. It has been performed at many festivals including the Jersey Festival, the Copenhagen Jazz Festival/Tivoli, the Sydney Festival and the King’s Place, London.

“To moments of astonishing ensemble playing, you can add another characteristic of the duo: the sense that each player enjoyed listening to the other.” (Rod McLoughlin, Jersey Evening Post).

Their CD, released in 2004 on EMI Classics, received much acclaim and was named Best Record of the Month in Gramophone. 

“Rudy is a pianist with an enormous musical appetite… an intrepid explorer” (Bryce Morrison). 
“(Both artists) display artistry most people would die for” (John Brunning, Classic FM).

Rudy wrote and performed a theatrical and music play based on Wladyslaw Szpilman’s book The Pianist. The show was created in 2005 and performed in Paris for more than four months before touring forty-five cities in France at the beginning of 2006 with French actor Robin Renucci. It was hired by the Manchester International Festival for ten performances in July 2007 where Mikhail Rudy worked with British actor Peter Guiness and stage director Neil Bartlett. The production returned to Manchester for ten performances in June 2009. It also toured the major Dutch cities in 2008 and 2009 with Dutch actor Edwin de Vries, featured in the 2009 Sydney Festival for ten performances with Mikhail Rudy’s own staging and was performed with Peter Guiness at the King’s Place, London in February 2009.

His passion for writing lead him to write his first book The Novel of a Pianist in 2008. A film directed by Andy Sommer entitled Mikhail Rudy, The Novel of a Pianist, produced by France 2, is dedicated to the book. Both the book and the film toured France and received unanimous press acclaim. The film will be released in Italy in September 2010.

On stage, Rudy regularly receives praise from critics:

“Rudy tops the list of pianists who tackle the Rachmaninoff.” (Washington Post).

With regards to a Mozart concerto: “…the poetic playing of the buccaneering pianist made for exciting, edge-of-the-seat listening” (The Glasgow Herald).

“Rudy finally performed a piece that Jansons is famous for, Stravinsky’s Petrouchka. The superhuman virtuosity he exhibited made it far and away the musical highlight of the night.” (Andrew Druckenbrod, Mariss Jansons, Post-Gazette Pittsburghs’ 60th birthday celebration).
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